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I interviewed my mentor Lucius Jones who is the owner and general manager of the Hidden Gems. I asked him what made him decided to start the Hidden Gems organization.  He stated definitely growing up in Marion, Ohio and being a basketball player myself and seeing that all things are not created equal in the athletic world. Much as most people find out in their initial adulthood with the overall real world. In the athletic world your exposures definitely increase or decrease your chances to be seen to gain scholarships to get overall notoriety and increase your chances of doing something with your abilities. To make a long story short if nobody sees you then they will not know about you and vice versa. I wanted to find a way to have a talented kid to be able to be seen even if he is not your Trey Burke NBA player who came out of Columbus, Ohio. Everybody cannot be that so the D2 kid the solid kid who gets good grades and handles his business may not have the ability to get into that light and I want to expose that light and shine it on more people.

The next question that I asked my mentor was what advice he would give to someone who wants to play in the NBA or at the collegiate level. For any player who wants to maximize their talent they have to realize that the life of a true basketball player can be a lonely one. When I tell my players this they look at me confused. I say almost basketball players think about the limelight. What my players do not realize that Kobe Bryant, and LeBron James they are only able to do these things because they put in the work by spending hours, days, weeks, months and years into this craft being alone in the gym with 1 or 2 people in a gym. No grind no glory is ultimately the saying.

Then I began asking my mentor what his short term goals were and what steps he needed to take in order to reach his short term goal and this is what he had to say. Initial goals of hidden gems would be we have the under armor situation. We are trying to build a sponsorship or partnership there of some sort with our older AAU teams. Currently in our main branch we have 25 AAU teams, we have varied colors of level of play from black, white, and orange which are the traditional colors. We even do gray and navy we had to extend into other colors to satisfy the demand. Obviously the lower colors the gray and navy are your local teams black is traditionally the top team that is the team that usually competes against the all  of Ohio’s, the Ohio basketball clubs, and the  LeBron King James’s organization.  Those are Ohio’s three shoe companies so to speak the sponsored programs that’s kind of the trifecta the elite group. Our immediate goal is to turn that trifecta into a mount rush more per say where there is 4 elite programs with Nike, LeBron and Adidas are already sponsoring the 3current teams and with under armor having passed up Adidas and becoming the number 2 and the second most sold apparel to Nike at number 1. We think its perfect timing with our program being ranked 4th or 5th in the state to put us and under armor together and go after the Nike and Adidas team. In order to reach these goals We have to win as many games as possible with our Hidden gems black groups from top to bottom which is 9 U all the way up to 17 U. and we have to make sure that the other colors even though they are local teams they still have to be competitive, professional etc., and not to effect the brand in a negative way at all. We are trying to acquire more talent daily obviously having 25 teams with a couple coaches on each team. We have a 50 staff team of coaches and we are all out looking for talent in various areas. The more talent you get the attractive you are to shoe companies and once you have a shoe company you become more attractive to the talent so you have to acquire one to ultimately reel in the other and we have to get the talent on the individual basis collectively put it together compete against the shoe companies and gain under armors confidence so that them putting their name behind ours is a positive thing.


In  1-3 years Hopefully we will have that program going with them if not we will maintain our individuality with the hidden gems name. I would have to say probably at worst competing against those teams and maintaining our top 5 status. At best creeping into a 1,2,3 spot and shaking things up a little. In order to get to this position it is going to have to be immediate quality acquisition of talent collectively bringing the group together and having the sum be more. He forgot how the saying goes. Have the team play so well together that they play higher than their overall talent level would be looked upon.

I was surprised by Coach Jones long term goal which would be 3-10 years from now. Honestly his long term goal would be to maintain. Overall in life he is satisfied running hidden gems basketball and helping kids on a daily basis and being able to take care of his family in the process. As far as covering all my personal life long goals that would pretty much cover up the spectrum. Maintaining the excellence of our top teams and them increasing their win totals and being competitive and have as many kids going to school. Right now we are in 125 -150 college placements. Short term we probably want to have to get that over 200 and I do not believe that anybody has maintained a program and consistently put kids in school that long of time.

Before I ended my interview I asked Mr. Jones what he would say to someone who would like to join his organization. He stated As long as someone understands that in my league no grind no glory. No matter how big our league gets we will always have practice, we will always have academic requirements, and behavioral standards etc.. If you are not a good person we do not care how good of a player you are, if you are not a good student we do not care about how good of a player you are we realize that will lessen our demographic on the players we get, but we are ok with that. we will have to work that much harder to acquire the talent that is needed to have that good student and person.

